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Mr. Arvin Ghazarian 

 
Dear Students, 
 
           I would like to welcome you to the fascinating world of chemistry! Chemistry 
is the science of matter, its composition, and its changes. It is one of the most 
dynamic branches of practical sciences, which requires lots of studying, critical 
thinking, imagination, and decision making. As the teacher of this class I have high 
expectations of all my students, regardless of their background and previous 
knowledge. I expect that all my students take this course seriously, challenge 
themselves, help each other out, and never give up learning. A thirst of knowledge is 
what will guarantee your success in this course. A calendar for this class, which lists 
all of the topics we will be covering in full detail will be posted on the classroom 
wall, as well as a separate students’ honor code will be given to you in two copies for 
this class in separate sheets on our first day of class. I expect you to read the honor 
code carefully, keep one copy and turn in a signed copy on our next session.  
 
            Following is the grading percentage and policy in this class per semester: 
 

Homework:             20% 
Quizzes:                   10% 
Tests:                        20% 
Labs:                         15% 
Proper Attitude:       5% 
Final Project:           10% 
Midterm Exam:       10% 
Final Test:                10% 

 
 
 
 



HOMEWORK: 
 
             You will receive printed homework packets on a regular basis during our 
course. The questions and assignments on each homework are based completely on 
the topics covered during class so if you find a question or a problem confusing 
remember that it has already been covered during our sessions therefore you will 
need to review your notes and try to answer it. Each homework is due on the 
following session. If you fail to turn in a homework assignment in time you will lose 
all the credit for that particular homework but worry not, there will be plenty of 
homework assignments to turn in to compensate for the lost credit!. If you are 
absent on the day the assignment is given, you will not have to turn it in, and if you 
are absent on the day you are supposed to turn in a certain assignment, you will not 
lose points if you turn in on the next session. Should you fail to turn it in, there will 
be no credits! 
 
Quizzes: 
 
           Oftentimes we will have quizzes during our course. The date for some of the 
quizzes will be announced but you must come to class prepared every single day! 
Expect to have lots of pop quizzes! The quizzes will be short, approximately 15 
minutes long, and most of the questions will be multiple-choice. 
 
Tests: 
 
            At the end of each textbook chapter we will have a test. I will announce the 
test dates on the class calendar so you will have plenty of time to study. Expect a 
large number of multiple choice questions on each test, and we will have test-
correction sessions the following day. There will be no curving of the grades and no 
extra credit questions on tests. 
 
Labs: 
 
            One of the most essential components of a science course is the lab 
experiments. Our textbook has a lot of lab inquiries which we will do during our 
course. One of my earliest expectations of you is to partner up in groups of three or 
four (I will help you in the process) and do the lab activities as a team. The lab 
reports/write-ups due date will be posted on the lab sheet so play close attention to 
the due date. Should you fail to turn in the reports on the due date, you will receive a 
zero! 
 
Note: You will notice in your calendar that in addition to inquiries and lab activities 
there are other activities named PHET. These are impressive and helpful 
simulations from the University of Colorado website that will assist you in better 
understanding the concept being covered in almost every session. Since every 
student has a laptop I expect you to save those simulations on your device therefore 



you will have ease of access to the mentioned simulations on the day we will be 
doing those simulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proper Attitude: 
 
           As a group of young scientists I highly expect you to show a true scientist’s 
behavior. A scientist has a high level of respect for his/her fellow scientists, is 
serious during class and lab, is motivated to learn and teach alike, help all fellow 
scientists, and is open to sharing her/his knowledge with teammates. A true 
scientist never gives up learning and regards a challenging problem as an incredible 
opportunity to improve his/her problem-solving and critical-thinking skills, rather 
than trying to avoid the problem at all. The grades for proper attitude will be 
uploaded at the final day of each week, reflecting your behavior during the covered 
week. 
 
Final Project: 
         
             At the end of each semester you will have an opportunity to share your 
knowledge that you have gained in our class with the world! Each and every one of 
you will pick a topic related to the concepts we will have covered during the 
semester, and will write a short article about it. If you are not sure about what topic 
to write about, I will give you a variety of topics to choose from. The article you 
write does not have to be necessarily a very sophisticated one. A general two-page 
essay should be sufficient with a minimum of 450 words. You will make an account 
on the website www.ezinearticles.com using your real name or a pen name and you 
will receive full credit upon publishing your article on the website. The fact that 
your article is published demonstrates that it has been reviewed, and approved and 
that is exactly what I am looking for on this part! If you only write the article but not 
submit it, you will receive 80% of the overall grade, if you submit your article but it 
is not approved by the deadline you will receive 90% credit, and if it is submitted 
and approved you will receive 100% credit. The deadline for each article is the final 
day of each semester. 
 
Midterm Exam: 
 
            The midterm exam covers all the chapters we have covered so far, and will be 
multiple choice only. There will be no corrections, and no curving! 
 
Final Exam: 
 

http://www.ezinearticles.com/


            At the end of each semester we will have a final test. It will be based on all the 
chapters that we will have covered during the particular semester, and the format 
will be based on our tests and midterm format. Like the midterm exam, there will be 
no corrections, and no curving! 


